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TURKISH PREPARATIONS AND ATTACK
UPON THE SUEZ CANAL

IF it Is often difficult to understand why individuals,
ordinarily prudent, suddenly embark upon rash enter-
prise, it is even more incomprehensible why nations,
provoked by no assault or insult, involved in no
dispute, and entangled by no formal obligation
should engage in war, the most hazardous of all human
speculations. Turkey, on the 1st August 1914,
apparently .had no one of these excuses to intervene
in the trouble brewing between the Allies and the
Central Powers. Neither her territorial nor her
sovereign rights were threatened : her diplomacy had
not been flouted : and publicly she was bound by no
Treaty of Alliance, offensive or defensive, to any one of
the parties in the dispute. Whatever the origin of the
quarrel she, at least, seemed remote from it, and her
interests unaffected so long as the neighbouring king-
doms of Rumania, Bulgaria, and Greece retained their
own neutrality. On her own side Turkey appeared to
have everything to lose and little to gain by becoming
a combatant. Egypt long ago had been written off
the national balance sheet as a total loss, and Russian
designs upon Constantinople, held firmly in check by
British and French diplomacy, had become faint
memories* In short, whether the Allies or the Central
Powers triumphed in the end, the Ottoman Govern-
ment could have small hope that the victors would
restore Egypt to the Empire, or little anxiety that they
would admit Russian pretensions over the Bosphorus.
Moreover, the country was the least able in Europe to
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